perature.

Partly cloudy weather. Possibly showers
tonight and Tuesday; stationary tem-

NO. 871.

o —
*The Great Providers.”

Don’t pz_ff cash
for your
dresses.

Save the money for other pur-
- poses, We will give you bar-
galn counter values, and let
you take all the thme you wish
to pay for them. Our stock
of ladies’ suits, shirt walsts,
skirts, etc., Is superb. You can
be sure of getting just what
vou want. No bettér exhibition
of the most favorite styles can
be found in the whole city.
Cash down cannot obta’'n low-
er prices than we quote you

Maver & Pettit

415417 Seventh St.
CABLE COMPANY'S DENIAL
French Agent at Martinique

Makes a Statement.

AMERICAN YE SAGESNOTHELD

Clnimed That Conptain Cotton Pre-
ferred (o Send His Gispatches Via
the Esglish Cable, Desplite the
Fact That There Was Twenty=-
four Hours' Delay.

Yuris, May 18.—The Matin says that the
French cable agent at Martinlque has tel-
the charge
thit the dispatches of Captain Cotton, of

cgraphed o deny positively

the Unlied States auxillary crulser Har-
el by the French nuthor-

viarsd, were dela
ities.

“Captain Cotton,” the agent says, “nsk-
ed (o be informed of the telegraphiec route
to Washington, and was told that It was
France via Haitl

from Fort de He re-

fused to send dispatches by that route
on ficcount of the presence of a Spanish
torpedo which then lying at
Fort de France
=ul in the presence of M. Lalung, the chlef

boat was

telling the American con-

of our branch, that he preferred to mend
his ;Ii:-.lmtrhr‘ by the English company,
despite the fact that there was twenty-
four gours’ delay by that roore”

Staten‘ent From Darte.

8t. Plerre, Martinigue, May #.—To
whom It may concern: 1 certify that the
agent of the French cable company never
stuted to me that dispatches from St
Plerre to the New York Journal would
have to suffer a delay of twenty-four
hours, GEORGE DARTE,

. United States Consul,
The foregoing Is addressed to Captain
of the United
Harvard.

Cotton, Btates auxillary

crulser

SPAIN'S VAIN HOPE.
Thinks the Powers Shonld Hefuse {0
Recognize the Hnvana Elockade.

Mudrid, May ¥.—The
clares that the blockade of Cuba cannot
be recognized as effective, and hopes that
the European powers and the states of
Central and South America will refuse to
recognize It

government (de-

DULL DAY IN THE HOUSE.

Army Promotion Bill Passed Under
1 Saspeuded Hules,

The | the first half of
the opening hour today In small matters,
A bill providing for promotion In the
Army was called up by Mr. Hull. It in-
creases the adjutant general’s staff one
assistunt, with the rank of colonel, and
ane with the rank of major.

The rules were muspended and the bill
passod,

LEE AT RELIGIOUS SERVICE.

consunmed

Demands for n Speech Hefused by
Pretor Hoge.

Richmond, Va,, May 16—Fifteen hun-
dred persons vislted Lee Camp yesterday

Hev. Dr. Moses D. Hoge at 5 o'clock
delivered a =ermon to the soldiers In the
auditorium on the grounds of the camp.
Thetarge bullding was crowded to Its
utmost capacity, the troops occupying
the lower floor and the general public
filling the galleries. Gen. Filtzshugh Lee
and Governor Tyler occupled weats on the
stage, and both were greeted with the
wildest enthusinsm as soon as they made
their appearance.

Dr. Hoge's discourse was cloquent. He
A not refer to the war except in an in-
cidental way. At the conclusion of the
religious exerclses there were loud calls
upon General Lee to make a speech, and
he was about to rise to deeline when Dr,
Hoge. turning to the andience, sald:
*This '8 a place of worship. There must
be no speecch here” The large crowd
then filad out of the bullding.

Honors to Ensign Bagley.
Chattanoogs, Tenn., May 16.—The Moun-
tain Club of this clty today started to
raise o memorinl fund in memory of En-
sign Worth Bagley, the firet American
officer killed In the war with Bpaln. The
Mountaln Club headed the subscription
Hist with 1%, and a number of prominent
citizona contributed various amounts.
Promineat Virgisian Dead.
Richmond, Va, May 16—Major Fred R.
Bcott, one of the most prominent and
wealthlest citizens of Richmond, died
vesterdny. He was president of the Rich-
mond and Petersburg Rallrond and prom-
inently connected with the Richmond and
Petersburg banks and important busineas
enterprises in both citles.

Our low prices are proverbial.

WELVE PERISH IN A FIRE

Lives Lost by the Burning of a
Hospital.

BODIES OF SIX RECOVFRED

-

The Sicinire Honpiial at St.Hyaciaih,
Cannda, Totaily Destroyed—Neovi-
tintes snd Roarders Amoux the
Dead namd Misddvg
Wife Jumps From a Window,

Ph
Ty ]

Bt. Hyacinth, Quebec, May 16.—A hospl-
tal owned and conducted by ouns, known
as the Metalre, was completely destroy-
ed by fire this morning, and It is belleved
that twelve people have perished. Six
bodies have been recovered from the
ruins.

The origin of the fire, which broke oot
at 1 o'clock. Among those
who perished were three Young women
who had about completed their novitiate
and were nbout to tuke the vell
Those known to be dead are two boys
aged 10 and §
the three novitiates and Mrs, Guertin, »

is unknown.

named Beauchesemine,

boarder,
another woman boarder and (wo sisters,

The missing are two servants,

Bouvier and Augl

The wife of Dr. Chngnon, of Fall River,
Mass.. jumped from a thind story window
and dled from her Injuries

The bullding was valued at §2,000 and

was not Insured.

THE ARMY OF VOLUNTEERS.

It Now Slmw; a Toial of Seventy
Thousand Mustered-in Troops.
Today reports show that M0 velun-
teers have been mustered in. In many
cases the equipment s Incomplete and the
work of perfecting it is belng hurried.
This is especially the case with the regl-
ments assigned to the Manla expedition.
Final arrangements for the Phillppine
expedition are nearing completion. Gen.
Egan, commissary general of subslstence,
has about completed the purchase of sub-
sistence supplies required for the move-
ment. They can be located as soon as the

trunsports are ready.

THE DISTRIGT VOLUNTEERS

Shoes Are Sadly Needed by the
Soldiers at Falls Charch.

RAIN FLOODS THE CAMP

Men Are Exenscd From Guard Duty
licenuse Thelr Feet Are Exposecd.
An Urgent Appenl Is Made to the
War Department=iigh Wind and
Throngs of Yisltors,

Woodburn Manor. Vi., Headquarters
Washingion Times, May 16.—Rain fell In
torrents this morning and foeded the en-
tire camp. Major Urell, out of regard for
the men, had those on guard recalled and
sent to the guard tent out of the storm
while orders were given for all persons to
mitke fast the tent lines, as a high wind
prevalled.

Water flowed In streams down the com-
pany streets and overflowed the trenches
dug to protect the tents. The storm last-
el for nearly two hours

Visitors began to arrive as carly as 11
o'clock and as it is generally understood
that orders to leave Washingion wiil
come In a day or two relatives and
friends are taking advantage of the op-
portuniy (o say farewells. A= usual, ac-
tivity 18 everywhere abwut the camp. The
quartermaster's department under Adju-
tant James 1. Mock, has the bulk of the
work and the heavy Army wagon makes
constant trips to Dunn Loring. the freight
station, for supplie= and equipments, for
the companles which are expected 1o join
those now In eamp.

There Is, considerable trouble exeperi-
enesd in enmp through the lack of prop-
er clothing. Many of the men are without
sufficiently strong shoes und a  great
number have bars feet protruding
through the soles. This has been the
subject of investigation and as It s
greatly detrimental to the health It was
decided today to line the men up before
the surgecn and have those without good
shoes excused from all guard duty.

Capt. W. T. H. King, Company B, was
the first man to carry out the order. Ac-
cordingty he sent his company to the
hospital where Dr. Clifford Cox excused
fully a third of the nmumber. Their feet
were wet and nearly every one of them
had his feet exposed. The next step was
to have Dr. Cox write a letter which ac-
companled & requisition to the War De-
partment for shoes. The War Depart-
ment siated some time ago that clothing
and equipment would not be lssued until
the regiment was mustered In, but Major
Urell has determined to make an urgent
appeal for the shoes.

Torpedo Boat Porter Leaves Halil,

Cape Haltien, Haitl, May 1£—The tor-
pedo boat Porter, of Admiral Bampson's
squadron, which arrived here last even-
ing, salled during the night, together with
the refrigerating boat Supply, which has
on rd fresh provisi for the squad-
ron.

Murdered Man Identifled.
Camden, N. J., May 16—The Henner
found murdered at Verona Lake is Ed-
ward, not Elmer Renner, of Btockton,
near Camden. He has been living in New-
ark for some time. He has five wives
living In different parts of the country.
Renner's father left here this morning
for Newark to get the body of his boy.

“Libhey & Co. @ wnice the lo t
prices In the city for “gquality” Lumber.

Libbey & Co., Lumber, 6th and N. Y. Ave.

MON

WASHINGTON,

———

BRAINERD'S MISSION FAILS.

New York Newopaper Men Still Held
by the Spaniards.

Key West, Fla., May 16—Lleut. Brain-
erd, who went to Havana on the scout
boat Uncas to negotlate In behalf of two
New York newspaper men, captured by
the EBpaniards lust week, returned this
morning, having sccomplished® nothing.

Thia is veuched for by the correspond-
ent of the London Mimea, who was on
board Lieut Braliei. |ship. No landing
was effected, so the Times man says.

NO FIRING HEARED.

Senacticeal Stoarfes From the New
England Coast Denied.

Portsmouth, N. H., May 16—There Id
not the least particle of truth In the re-
ports sent out from here of heavy firing
being heard off this coast yesterday af-
ternoon,

Nothing of the kind occurred, nor have
any warships or strangers been sighted
off this immediate coast.

WAR REVENUE MEASURE

Mr. Allison Explains the General
Provisions of the Bill.

TAE ECKINGTON RAILRMAD

Mr, Pettigren Offers aa Amendment
Limiting the Franchise of the
Rzitway Company ito Twenly
Years—He Makes & Determined
Avgument.

It was ten minutes to 1 o'clock when
the war revenue measure was called up
in the Senate today and made the untin-
fzhed business.

The bill reilati=g 10 the extenslon of the
Eckington RaHrowd which had been lald
befare the Scnute with the understanding
that it should not give rise to debate was
amended by Mr. Pettigrew, who adso,
made u lomg speech, It was evident that
the Bl waas to e contested and Messra
Allison, Halo and Aldrich protested
against its further conslderation.

The Pettigrew amendment limits the
franchise to twenty years and also pro-
vides that the Governmernt or the Disirict
of Columbia may, at the end of five yeurs,
purchase this IHlee witucut paying any-
thing for the franchise. He ealied up This

tional revenue duripg
not less than $60,000,000,
ure camo to the B

amination proved t
overhauling to produce
The commitiee, Tegurdiess
vislon, agreed that ghe Jomnage tax im-
pored by the House shonld be silminated.

Mr. Allison sald fu - that the bill
was framed the country was at
war and It was hecessary to realize addi-
tional revenue. All hoped the war would
be over in a few weeks, or at least in a
few months, and what #t would cost could
only be approximately estimated. The
Becretaries of War and Navy had furnish-
eod statements. The former thought It
would cost for one yea. §165,000,000 for the
Regular Army and wvolonteers. The Sec-
retnry of the Navy, for the same period,
said about §76,000,000 would be reguired In
addition to the sums voted already for the
support of the Navy. To this Congress
had added 350,000,000, which wa= placed at
the disposal of the President March 3,
1468 The fortifications bill was aiso In-
;rensul upwards of $4,000,000 for the fiscal

enr.,

Mr, Alllson summed up by saving thar
the Army and Navy would cost for the
year $£09,192,000—that i, to June 30, 1599:
and he feared the estimates were more
llkely to be too low than too hirh. War,
he ndded, was very costly and It wanx im-
portant that the unity of action should
prevail at such a time. Refesring to Sec-
retary Gage's opinlon that the recelpts
from Imporis would be §200,000,000, Mr.
Allison said it was too high. He would
be ngreeably surprised If import recelpts
exceeded 518000000, and he feared the
estimate of $H2.0000M for postal receipts
was also too high.

Mr. Allison looked for a defielt during
the fleenl year, =0 far as Imports were
concerned,

Mr. Allison expressed the opinion that
the bill as reported woukl yield more
than $150 000 000 In revenue,

COMING T0 WASHINGTON.

Sew Jersey, New York aund Wesntern
Troups Ordered Here.

The orders for the concentration of
troops at W ton were | d today
in connection with the appointment of
Gen. Guenther as commandant of the
camp.,

The troops will start as soon as pos-
sible after recelving their orders and will
probably nrrive in this city some time
the week. -

The regiments ordered here are as fol-
lows: First Regiment, New Jersey volun-
teers; the Sixty-fifth Reximent, New
York: the Sixth, Elghth, Twelfth and
Thirteenth Regiments, of Pennsyivania,
and the Sixith Reglment, of Illinols,

SPAIN'S CABINET RESIGNS.

Spgustn Reguested to Form a New
Ministry.

Madrid, May 1.—Senor Sagasta this af-

terncon handed to the Queen the resigna-

amendement and moved to strike out five | tlons of the entire cabinet.  Her majesty
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THE POSITIONS OF THE RIVAL FLEETS.

purpoee in dolng this was to 2top the = 8-
tem of perpetual charters for street radl-
ronds.

Mr. MeMillan said that the District
Committee, which had given a great deal
of time and study to this question, had
decided that It would be unwise at this
time to hamper these companies by such
lmitatlon.

Mr. Chandler thought a twenty-yvear
franchise was long enough, but he was de-
sirous of voting for the proposition in
one general bill affecting all the roads in
the District. But he should not vote for
a five or a ten year Hmitation, as he sald
it would prevent the Investement of cap-
ftal. |

Mr. Pettigrew sald that this argument
was the one always used by city councils
and all other legislative bodles when they
wanted to grant valuable franchises to
any one. He denounced it and declared
that in his opinion the franchise was val-
gsable enough to interest capital if the
franchise should be so limited.

He further declured that If the rall-
road bills should pass the SBenate without
hia amendment, In ten or fifteen years
they would be capitalized for from %,-
000,000 to $15,000,000 more than the actual
investment, on which the people who pa-
tronized them would have to pay Interest.

The amendment was lost by a vote of
1 to %
offered another

should be for a term of Lwenty Yyears.
Mr. Allison again objected to ts fur-

years amd insert ten years wie sald his | requested Senor Sagasta to form & new

cabinet.

The Cortes will be Informed of the ac-
tion of SBenor Sagasta and the Queen and
| the sitting of the chamber was guspended

until evening.

TEXXGRAFH OFFICE SEIZED.

Spain Takes Possesslon of the Ca-

mary Inland Station. -
Liverpool, May 16—The

:a Grand Canary Island. !

lal

Bpanish au-
thorities have seized the telegraph office

Only the simplest

will be allowed to pasas and no clpher
dispatches will be aceeptéd or forwarded.

SMOKELESS POWDER NEEDED.

Spain Sald to He Bgtter Supplied

Thanm Amerjca.

The engagement at SaniJuan has called
attention aguin to an impprtant defect In

oy

of }

THE WAR BOARD

Critigism of its Conduct of Af-
fairs Is Heard.

CHANGES MAY BE MADE.

Naval Officers Feel That Mis-
takes Have Been Made.

SPAIN'S SUPERWOR STRATEGY

The Enrmy Quick to Take Advan-
tage of Our Weak Points, and
Able to Aveld the Strong Ones.
Her Movemenis Kept Secret,
While Onrs Are Published (o the
World—Efforts (o Malntain Strict
Secrecy.

There Is more and more openly express-
ed dissatisfaction at the Naval War Board
in the War and Navy Departmenis. It
is thought very probable that some radi-
cal change may be made In the personnel
and methods of the board within a short
time.

Ax stated In The Times thls morning,
maval officers are saylng that mistakes
have been made and that apparently
nothing Is arcomplished by the Navy in
Cuban waters. Meanwhile the Army s
walting for the Navy and also s idle
The campalgn for (he freadom of Cuba
Is a1 a stande=tiL

If the report is true that three more
Spunish warships are In the West Indies
it Is only anether of many recent proofs
of the superior strategical ability of the
Spaniards, 1t Is sald,

From the beginning Spaln has kept this
country in the dark as to her moves and
appeared suddenly at unexpected places
to the overthrow of plan after plan on
this side. The Unlted States, on the
other hand, has not been able to kéep se-
cret any of s campaigns good or bad
The weak ones have been seised by Spain
and the strong ones avolded or out-
generaled.

Secretary Long on Saturday suggested
to Captain Crowninshield that he glve or-
ders that no one in the Navigation Bu-
reau converse with newspaper men on
naval subjects. Secretary Lang realized
thaut too much information was getting
Into the newspapers, Captain Crownin-
shield ook advantage of this suggestion
made necessary by some of the newspa-
pers which have abused the privileges
granted them, and lssued a sweeping or-
der very different from Secrétary Long's
iden.

The order as lesued forbids naval offi-
cers from conversing wilit newegpapers on
any subject. Even the soclal amenities
are barred,

The naval officers are making a vigorous
protest, and probably Captain Crownin-
shield's idea will not be carried out. The
officers conslder the order a personal af-
front and a reflection on their honor.

Captain Crowninshield is nlso a mem-
ber of the naval War Board, and his sore-
ness over the criticisms of the board’'s
work Is suggested as the probable reason
for this exhibition on his part. Secretary
Long’s suggestlon was ax follows:

»1 suggest that you consider the pro-
priety of your lssulng an order that ev-
ery person, naval or clerical, in your bu-
reau be forbldden to have any conversa-
tion upon naval subjects with representa-
tives of the press; and that you give the
press notice that the rule will be strictly
inforced, but that you will post bulletins
of such facts which have actually occur-
red and are not connectad with existing
or projected movemenis as are proper Tor

mediately out of the business could do
admirable service to the Administration
if he were atached to Becretary Long's
office, for instance.

“A third suggestion Is that Admiral
Walker be put on the Naval War Board.
He Is o practical commander, a sen dog.
If he were on the board its work would
be more successful. Thére would be
practical strategy Instead of |literary
strategy and the war would show more
resulis.”

INQUIRY ABOU'r CURACAO.

Netherl

Becrotary Day summoned the Nether-
lands minlster, Mr. De Weckerlin, to
the State Department this morning for a
conference regarding the long stay of the
Bpanish syuadon at Curacao, which Is un-
der Dutch sovereignty.

Holland was the second couniry to
procinim neutrality In the corrent war,
having followed qulckly upon lieiy's dec-
laration.

No fear s expressed that the govern-
ment of Curacao would willlngly give ald
to the Spaniards but & s feared that the
latter may extort whoat they need from
he little colony by force majende, and if
that is ¢che case, the United States cannot
muke any protest which will be effectual
untll after the close of the war.

ON TO THE PHILIPPINES.

Secreiary Alger Sayx First Expedi-
thom Will Set Sall Friday.
Becretary Alger sald this afternoon
that the first expedition to the Philip-
pines would leave SBan Franecisco on the

City of Pekin Friday.
The steamer will carry probably 1,500
soldlers. As rapldiy as they can be mus-
tered the other troops of the Philippine
force will be sent to the front.
Four transports this expedition
have been secured. They are the Clty of
Sydney. Clty of Pekin, Australia and
Centennial. The carrying capacity of
the four with arms and ammunition is
about 5,500,

The Centennial s now at Seattle and
the advisabllity of starting her from
there I8 being considered.

PROMOTION OF A SOLDIER

Col.Francis L.Guenther Becomes
a Brigadier General.

for

TO COMMAND AT FALIS CHURCH

Since 1550 He fas Deem Commnn-
dani at Washington Harracks.
He Has Hnd Forty-four Years’
Milltary Service, and His Eleva-
tlon Is Satisfactory to the Army.

Col. Francis L. Guenther, of the Fourth
Artillery, commandant of Washington
Barracks, wa= this morning appolnted a
brigadicr general

Gen, Guenther will have command of
the encampment of volunteers at Falls
Church, Va. ’

Major Genernl Sewell was at first as-
signed (o the command of the camp, bui
having declined the major-generalship in
order to retaln his seat in the Senate, the
camp was left without a commander tin
General Guenther was chosen.

The selection is looked upon by Army
officers at the War Department as one
of the that could be made.

Gen Gien! bas had forty-four
years' 2 American Army on
the frontfer, during the civil war and in
command of barracks and camps.

He was born in Buffalo, N. Y., February
» 1538 He was appointed a cadet In the
Military Academy July 1, 1554, and grad-
uated July 1, 15858. He was breveited sec-
ond lentenant of the First Artllery on
the day of graduation, and wns made sec-
ond leutenant of the Fourth Artillery on
November 2, following.

He gerved at the Fort Monroe Artillery
Schookfor practice in 1540-"60, and at Har-
per's Ferry in the suppression of the John
Brown raid In 1558, after which he saw
service on frontier duty at Fort Randall,
Dakota.

His service during the civil war was
gillant. He was in the West Virginia
lgn of 1861; at Camps Wood, Pltts-

ea

publication, as soon as ible after
knowledge of them is had.”
Capt. Crowninshield made the onder

similar to this, except that all communi-
catlon with newspaper men of any na-
ture whatever Is forbldden.
Dissatisfaction 18 expressed freely In
another direction at the apparent Inabil-
ity of the Administration to keep up with
the political strategy of Spaln and the
other European countries. A New York

our naval service—the

less powder. The reports recelved at the
Navy Department show that in this parti-

Spain has equl

this ammunition, and it forms an import-
ant part of the ordnance supplies for the

land fortifications. 3

busi man thoroughly familiar with
European politics and also with the Amer-
jean Navy sald to a reporter for The
Times this morning:

“1 believe it would be a most fortunate
step on the part of this Administration
if it would call to Washington As n spe-
clal political adviser ex-President Harri-
son. The abllity of Harrison as an Inter-
natlonal lawyer is unquestionable. He ls
thoroughly famillar with European poll-
tics, also, and would grasp the entire sit-
uation as it now Is with a firmnesa and a
clearness of Insight that no man now In
the Administration is capable of.

“Further than that I belleve the Ad-
ministration should have as an adviser
a thorough newspaper man Spain and
the American newspapers now beat the
Administration itself in Jearning of the
movement of the American fleets. A
newspaper man—not a theorist—taken im-

YMoney eheerfully refunded om suny
order not satisfactory at Libbey & Co.'s

burg Landing. the slege of ‘Corinth, Miss.;
the operations In Alabama, and all the
movements Mprough Tennessee to Louis-
ville, under Gen. Rosecrans

He was with ¢he Army of the Cumber-
land, 1861-61; the advance upon Tuliaho-
ma, Tenn.; the operations about Chatta-
noogn; in comp at Nashville, and at the
United BStates Military Academy, In
1564-"08. -

" THE OREGON SAFE.

Navy Department, However, Refuses
te Divalge Her Whereabouts.
The Navy Department heard from the

baitleship Oregon this morning.

The department will not divolge the
whereabouts of the battleship, but naval
officials say that ;e fears are entertalned
for her safety,

It is belleved i :at the Oregon is at Per-
nambuco.

@GOING BACK TO MANILA.

Gunboat McOnllock to Leave Honm
Eong Tomorrow.

Hong Kong, May 16.—The British cruis-

er Pique bhas gone to ollo,

The United States gumboat MecCulloch

will return to Manila tomorrow.

Flynn's Basiness Cullege, Hth and K.
$—Summer Course; Day or Night—§§

Libbey & Co. sell best selected
Lumber less than inferior grades cost
elsewhere.

the State Department. 1
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America’s Ships Closing in on

the Spaniards.

MAY BE TWO FLERTS

Second Division of the Enemy’s
Squadron Reported.

THE WAR BOARD IS ANXIOUS

!lltﬂ That Three Nore Spaniasl
Crulsers Have Reached Martine
fque C v i Flans to
Nead N7 Viilamil—B8eMeved He s
Muking for Clenfmegos to Land
Supplien for Havana—Sampson Is
Walching the Windward Passage,

The great war question of the hour is
how to capture of destroy the Spanish
fleet now in the Caribbean Bea.

The latest Information regarding the
movements of the Spanish ships Is that
they have jeft Curmcuo. Of course thelp
destination Is unknown, and can only hs
guessed at. 3
It is believed at the Navy Department
that the Spanish fleet will do all in its
power to avold combat untll the missiom
which brought it acress the Atlantic is
necomplished. This i= declared to be the
convoy of trunsporis for the rellef of
Blanco a2t Havana.

The flect has been joined in the Wind-
ward Islands by a number of supply ;g]-p-
and it Is belleved to be the deh-rm!ml-lon
of the Spaniards to drive the blocknding
yemeely away from Clenfuegos and l;m.C
these supplies. At the same time. Blanca
will be re-enforced by o number of skilled
artillerymen for commanding the big ri-
flea defending Havana

It 1= Nkely, therefore, that Commodore
Schley's fleet may hurry to support the
Clenfuegos Dblockade and defeat this
scheme, a8 well as secure a baltle with
the Spanish armored vessels

The naval authorities here are using ail
endeavors to preven: information regards
Ing che movements of the American fectd
from becoming public in order to Keep
the Spaniands In the dark.

Sampson, at last accounts was off Caps
Haftien, Haltl, and his eviden: Intentiom
was to move south through the Wind-
ward passage and thus head off the Span-
fards. If he calvhes the Spanieh ships
there, It will be done [n the next tweniye
four hours. and the big naval fight will
be on. Cervera, however, may slip round
the island of Jamalca, and make for Cle
enfuegoe. This would delay the fight, but
not for long. Sampson will follow une
41 he jumls his prey amd the Spaniands
mus: either fight or fiy.

The report, apparently from an excels
lent source, three more Spanisih
cruisers are crulsing in the West Indies
caused considerable excitement in the na-
val War Board this morning, us well as in
the entire depariment.

Pructically, the War Board had not tak-
en this possaibility into constderation at
any time, or made any plans for it. It
was the universal opinfon that if the re-
port Is true the sltuation (s much more
threatening to the immediate American
SUCCESS.

It is Insisted that the board should have
been ready for exactly this contingency.
For several wecks Spaln has been telling
of her plan to =ent her entire Allantio
fleet to the Iodies. It Is pointed out on
this slde that in this way only would she
have any chance of success.

Three weeks ago at very nearly the
same t'me the Cape Verde fleet left, threa
cruisere of the same class as the Vise
caya left Cadiz. They have not been
heard from since, until the report from

that

The three new crulsers are the Princess
de Asturas, Cataluna, and Cardinal Cisne=
ros.

It Is said that the seven cruisers now
supposed 10 be in this fleet are the finest
squadron in the world of their class,
They are about equal to the American
second-class battleships in strength, but
much faster than any American battle-
ghip. They are something of the bulld of
the Brooklyn, except that they are
stronger. Their fighting speed is twenty,
knots, and they carry 10 and 11-lnch guns,

This fleet can fight or run away. It can
hit hard at any weak point and then es-
cape before any punishmeat comes.

The two parts of the Spanish fleet, If
there are these two parts, have not com=
bined as yet.

The last report from the Viscayn and
her sisters was that they were at Cura-
cao. The three new ships are reported at
8t. Pierre.

problem, and making strenuous efforts
to learm the truth of the report. It has
mﬁv:dnonmu'reth‘uthtmﬂ
that the dispatches of Ils agents may
have been delayed agnin or entirely de=

stroyed. ‘

Mulmmwmh-‘
ber at Libbey & Co,'s, 6th and N. ¥. Ave

Martinigue that they had arrived there.

The War Board is consldering the new




